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ABSTRAC^ 

Although research has provided evidence to document a 
relation between parental psychopathology and female delinquency, the 
dimensions of that relationship are unclear. Adjudicated delinquent 
females (N-48) completed a general social history interview and three 
psychological instruments* Probation records were used to analyze 
subjects* delinquent offense patterns and to obtain data on parents 
(history -of drug/alcohol abuse, adult crim^inal record, treatment' for 
psychiatric disorders)* Results revealaii^ f our personality patterns 
among the girls: bordeirline, antisocial, neurptic, and socialized 
delinquents* Subjects with antisocial personalities were 
significantly more likely to have fathers with a record of 
psychiatric treatment than girls in^the other three groups; tltey were 
also more likely to have fathers who were alcoholics and substance 
abusers than girls with neurotic or borderline personalities. No 
ihdex of maternal psychopathology was found to be significantly 
related to female delinquent personality patterns. All three measures 
of paternal psychopathology were significantly related to higher 
total delinquency scores in subjects.. Only one measure of maternal 
psychopathology, a record o£ psychiatric treatment/ was positively 
associated with an earlier age at first offense in girls, but not to 
any other index of offense* The results suggest that children reared 
by psychologically disturbed parents are "at risk" for the * ^ 
development of a wide range of behavior disorders. (Author/NRB) 
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. PARENTAL PSYCHOPATHOLOGY AND FEfWLE, DELINQUENCY 

Introduction ^ 

— f 

Parental psychopathology has bee. associated with f™ale delinquency in 
n^ber of studies. »,„st of which are based on the analysis of -female delin- 
quants' case records fro™ cental health clinics, juvenil. courts, or residen- 
tial treatment programs. Pionee.ihg wor^ by Jenkins and his associates (1966 
-968) in their cluster analysis' of case records of a child guidance clinic 
established a relationship between -parental pathology and delinquent behavior 
types. ,.e.. histories of alcoholism and delinquency among fathers of so- 
cialized delinquents and unsocialized aggressive delinquents. While mothers 
Of socialized delinquents were „re prone to delinquency and promiscuity- 
bothers of unsocialized aggressive delinquents were more likely to have a 
. character disturbance or neurotic disorder. In their large-seal e.samples ' 
paternal pathology was significantly greater 'than maternal pathology for bith . 
male and female socialized delinquents. ' " 

Although subsequent studies have not attempted to establish a relationship 
between indices of parental pathology and specific behavioral syndromes among' ' 
delinquents, they have consistently documented a variety of .psychological dis- 
orders among the parents of delinquents (Fine and Fishman. 1968; Lewis and- 
ealla. 1976; LucManowicz. 1971; Cortes and Gatti. 1972). m addition to rela- 
tively high rates Of psychiatric disorder among the parents of delinquents 
parental characterologfcal disorders, alcohrtism and criminality have been • 
noted V female delir^uerits-in a numW of studies (Bennett. 1959; Reiner- ' 
' and Kauf„«n. 1959; ScHfrf^an and Clark. 1967; Chwast. 1967; Trese. ,962; ' 
• Stephenson, et a 1., 1973). . . * 
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Lewis and Balla (1976) found that 111 of the parents of their sample of 
clinic-referred juvenile delinquents were " ... impaired or incapacitated in 
.-their parental roles by virtue of significant psychopathology" (p. 143)..' In 
an epidemiological survey comparing parents of delinquents to a random sample 
of parents from-a comparable sociarstratum. these authors found that p.ar'entS 
of. delinquents used com;r.unity psychiatric facilities significantly more fre- 
quently th&n the contrast group of parents. ^. • ' \ 

Thus, there is ample evidence to document a relation between parental 
psychopathology and female delinquency'. However, the dimensions of that rela- 
^tionship are still unclear, particularly in terms of the Effects of specific 
, indices of parental pathology on different Vpes of female^ delinquents and on 
different patterns of delinquent offenses. As the iticidence and severity of 
female delinquency increases. ;it seems especially appropriate to pursue the 
line of investigation initiated by Jenkins ' (1961 , 1968) in his attempt-to • 
relate specffic pathological parental behaviors to .specific delinquent be- 
hav.ioraT syndromes. ' ' > ' 

Purpose of Current Study " • .. • . ■ ■ 

This- paper reports thp results of one aspect of a larger study of^the 
personality patterns of delinquent females' (Gibbs. 1980). Two of the related 
goals of that study were: l)\o determine the relation between parental psycho- 
pathology'and female delinquent personalty patterns and. 2) to determine the 
relation between parental psychopathology and offense" patterns of female delin- 
quents., ' ' ' , . ' • 

Heth^oJ_0£^^ ' - *• " ' ' ' " 

A' safiipfe pf /}« adjudicated delinquent females was obtained' 'from "a suburban 



San Francisco county probation departeent through continuous sampling ^ the 
totaj population delinquents in tfie system during a period of seven months. 

P?rs8{nali<y patterns were measured through the administration, of a general 
social history interview and three psychological instruments, e.g., the Diagnos- 
tic Interview For Borderlines (Gunderson, 1977), the Rorschach, and the WAIS 
or WISC-R. Procedures used to. identify these patterns were fully described 
in. an earlier publication (Givbbs, 1980). 

Probation records were used to anailyze subjects' delinquent offense patterns, 
which were measured in four ways: 1) age at first offense^ 2)total5mber of . 
offenses, 3) total delinquency score, i.e., the number of offensek^eighted 
by the sevej-ity'of each offense, and 4) average delinquency score, i.e., the 
total delinquency score divided by the total number of offenses. ' 

Data on parents were obtained from the subjects' probation record's. Three 
measures were usecl^ to assess parental psychopathology, e.g., history of drug/ 
alcohol abuse, an adult criminal record, and treatment for any psychiatric 
disorder. Each parent was rated for the presence or absence of. each of these 
indicators; no scale of frequency or severity was utilized. 

A contingency analysis, using Kendall's Tau B, was used to determine the 
relation between measures of parental psychopathology and female delinquent 
personality types, as well as the relation between paren£al psychopathology and 
female delinquent offense patterns. 

Results * ' i 

Demographic Characteristi cs^ ^ ' * . 

The sample 'consisted of 29 white, 11 Hispanic, and 8 Black subjects. Socio- 
economically, 27% were middle class, 54% v/orking claSs, and 19% lower class< using 



■ .the Ho„i„,s.e.d ^-factor index of Socia, Cass (of. TaMe .,. r.e.subjects 
. -n,ed f.o. ,3-,B .ea.s of a,e, wUh.a »ea„ a,e of ,5.3. Thei. .ed1a„-.,.de . 

-n scoo, was ,0.5. but 44J of the ,™p „e.e not current,, en.„,ed ,„ schoo, 
. d.e to havin, dropped out. been expe„ed or suspended, or graduated 
■ . Sixty percent of the parents of t.ese de,in,uents-„ere divorced, or Sep. ' 
. aratea and ,3. were widowed or never carried; o„„ of the carriages were 

'ntact. Their „thers".ad an average ,eve, of education s,ig.t„ .igher than thei, 
. fathers. „,th m having co^eta, high schoo, as c»pared to 40. of the fathers 
Near,, seventy percent of the .others were e.p,oyed. pri.ari,y in cieric. sa,^ 
and se„i-s.i„ed occupations; ahout 80. of t#fathers were e.p,oyed. wiU ha,f 
of^this group in s.i„ed and se„i,-s,i„ed. Johs. While adequate demographic- infor- 
™at,on was avai,ah,e for .„ the mothers of the subjects, this was true for on,y 
Of the father-s. Thus, data for ,0 of the fathers was incc™p,et'e because they " 

were no longer in contact with their faniiioc/ ,, , 

. witn their familie/, were unknown to the subjects or 

■ were deceased. 

. High rates Of geographic and residentia,,„bi,ity characterized these ■ ' 
.. f.-1ies. e.g.. they had ,ived in an average of 3.8 co»nities .„d an average 
Of 4.2 re.s,dences since the birth of the index chi,d. • < 

Delinquent Pprsnn;, 1ity Patterns » 

- -An analysis 'of the test profi,es revea,ed four '^persona, ity patterns among • 
|,e- subjects, i.e.. the bord.r,ine the antisocia, ,„=,4,. the neurotic 

(N-lg),and the socialized cfelinquerrt (N=9). 

, .fi5rderiine.^ersonali^ ^^^{.^.^^ ,ro..,ses psycho-^ 

I09lca,aests. they had experienced brfef psychotic* symptc^s and/or po,y„orphous ■ 
.neurot,c,and psychosomatic sy.pt»s; their affect was coniiderabiy moTe angry. ' 



depressed, and labile than girls in the other three igroupsj and signs of serious 
psychological disorder had appeared much earlier in their deyelopment 'accord- 
ing to- reports, from parents and teachers. Collectively, these clinical patterns 
and behaviors are consistent wi1;h the profile^ of the borderline personality in 
adolescence as described -by Masterson (1972) and Rinsley (1974). 

Neurotic personalities exli^bited more frequent signs- of anxiety, mild to ' ' 
moderate depression, _crying,*fears, phobias, and psychosomatic disorders. They ' 
were perceived by parents and teachers as immature/ troubled, and erratic *in 
their school performance, but not viewed as seriously disturbed. These be- 
havioral and clinical patterns .closely conform to the profile of . the neuVotic 
delinquent pensonali-ty as described by Bennett (1960), Jenkins , (1361 )and Stephensljn. 
et al. (1973). • ' " • ' 

Antisocia l personalities vvere characterized by their high .levels of ini- 
piilsivity, aggressiveness, hostility to adults and authority figures, and gen- 
eral defiance of established social norms. The onset of th6ir antisocial be-, 
haviors was noted in' elementary school by parents and teachers and they tended 
to engage more frequehtly than the other three groups. in socially deviant be- • 
haviors, .such as heavy Involvement in drugs', alcohol 'and sexual promiscuity. 
These behavioral and, clinical patterns "are quite similar to those, associated with 
the anti-social or sociopathic 'delinquent as'descHbe'd by Fine and'tishman (1968) 
arid Bender (1971). . 

Socialized d elinquent personalitie s showed fewer signs of psychopathology ^ 
-on the psychological tests than any of the other groups. As a group these q.irls- 
tended to be moderately impulsive, lacked inte'rlst in'ichool, were involved with 
•delinquent friends, and moderate)y '.involved in drug..and' alcohol abjise. Thoy 



depressed, and labile than girl's in the other three groups; and signs of seriK)us 
psychological disorder had appeared much earlier in their development' accord- 
ing to reports from parents and teachers. Collectively, these clinical patterns 
and behaviors are consistent with the profile of the 'borderline personality {n 
, adolescence as described by Masterson (1972) and R>nsley (1974). - 

Neurotic personalities exhibited more frequent signs of anxiety, mild to ■ ' 
moderate depression, crying., fears, phobias, and psychosomatic disorders. They 
were perceived by parents 'and teachers as immature, troubled, and erratic in 
'their school performance.^ but not viewed as seriously disturbed. These be- 
havioral and clinical pattern^ closely conform to the profile of the neurotic ' ' 
delinquent personality as described by Bennett (1960), Jenkins,.(1961 )and Stephenson, 
et al. (1973). - ' ' 

* Ant isocial personalities were char^rfPri7Pfi by the-ir high levels of im- 
pulsivity, aggressiveness, hostility to adults and authority figures, and gen- 
eral defiance of established social norms. The onset of their antisocial be- 
haviors was' noted in elementary school by parents and teachers and they tended 
to engage more frequently than the other three groups in s^ocially deviant be- 
havibrs. such as heavy involvement in drugs, alcohol and ^sexual promiscuity.. 
These behavioralUnd;clinical patterns are'quite similar ^to those associated with 
the anti7Social or sociopathic delinquent as described by Fine and Fishman (1968) 
and Bender (1971). . »t 

.$ocia|i2ed d_^njtue_nt p ersonalitie s showed fewer signs of psychopathology ^ 
on the psyc^ogical tests than apy of the other groups. As a grbup*these girls 
tended to be moderately impulsive, lacked interest in school, were involved with 
delinquent friends, and moderately involved i(i drug and alcohol abuse.^ They. 

* ■ • ■■ ■ 
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•were described by parent^^nd teachers as sometimes hostile and aggressive, but' , 
^they had no difficulties relating -to their peers. These behavioral and cl^^ical 
. patterns are quite similar to those associa-t/d wTtT the socialized sub-cultural ' 
delinquent as desm bed by Jenkins (1961) and Stephenson; et a1.; (1973). • 
Thus, these f,^r delinquent personality tyfies re^^resent a coniinuum of 
^ psychological functioning from the relatively poorly integrated borderline person- 
ality patte^-n to the relatively well-integrated socialized sub-cultural person- 
ality pattern. *• ^ 

r 

ParenlaJ_2s^cjK)^at^^^^^ Personality P.tfpr n. 

Twenty-four percent of the parents of these subjects had received out-, 
patient treatment and/or hospitalization for a psychiatric disorder. Among the 
parents of these girls, 28% of the fathers and 21.% of the mothers had received 
psychiatric treatment and/or hospitalization. 

Drug and alcohol abuse were reported for 42% of the fathers and 15% of the 
mothers.. Fifteen percent of the fathers had adult criminal Records,* but this 
•was true for only one mother (2%). * ■ . * • ' • 

When the relationship between t-he .three measures of maternal and paternal' 
psychopathology and female delinquent personality patterns ^ analyzed, ^several 
significant relations were discovered (cf.- Table IV). First, subje'cts with 
antisocial" personalities were significantly more likely to have fathers with a 
record of .psychiatric, treatment than girls in the other three groups. 

^ Second, subjects with anti-social personalities were significantly more 
likely to have fathers with 'a psychiatric diagnosis of personality disorder; 
however, socialized delinquents were equally as likely as antisocial iubjects to 
have fathers v/ith. drug or alcoholVob'lems. 
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There were no sianif^ant relat1,nsMps between Indices of eternal psycho- 
. pathology and female delinqueh't personality pattorns. 

P^tgtaJJlsxcAqEaMHLjnd Jiell nquent' Of fe'n se PM-^»^ ' ' ' 
A contingency -analysis of the relationship between Indices pf parental 
. psychopathology and delinquent offense patterns a»ong these subjects revealed 
several significant effects. . . ■ . . • 

in terms of paternal psychopathology, girls whose fathers had a record of 
^ psychiatric treatment had total delinquency, scores tl^at were significantly higher 
than girls with non-treate/.father W.36. p<.o-l). The total delinquency 
scores of girls whose fathers had'a record of alcohol or dru^^buse were also 
s.gnlficantly higher than those with non-addicted fathers (Tau=.34. p ^ 01 ) 
This result was also true of girls whose /athers had adult criminal records as 
compared to girls with non-criminal fathers (Tau^.sC p.col).' Thus. all three 
measures of paternal ps.chopaihology Vere'significantly .associated with the ' 
tendency of female delinquents to co^it more^Sfvere offenses such as burglaries 
and assaults. . v 

The only index of matern^ psychopathology which'was significantly related 
to female delinquent offense patterns was that girls whose mothers had a record 
Of psychiatric treatment had an earlier age at. first offense than girls with n«- 
treated mothers (X = ,7.31. p^.oi). Girls whose mothers had a history of drug 
or alcohol abuse tended to have higher average delinquency scares than girls with 
non-addicted mothers. *ut this .difference d>d not quite, reach an acceptable level 
of significance (X^ = 21.36. p = .06). . 



-tMs study Of . ™ui-eth„ic •sa.ple of de1i„c,ue„t fejale. f ' 
ality patterns- were identifipH ' ' ' f<""-- P^rson- 

. 'he-borderline, the antisocial th» • • 

. socialized delinquent. . ' 

^t: was found thatlsubiprtc i^n-h ^- . v . • ' 

. ^uujects with antisocial- DprVnnaH*-,- 

"-e likely.to have fathers with a r h / significantly . 

the other three .roups- t ' 

nree groups, they were also more likelv to h. ^ - . 

-o-"cs .id substance abusers than ,irj, * "ere 

»^,^".s. "oi;dexof.ater/a,Vsych„p 10 " 

..d to fe^are delinquent persin::;::;::: ------^ - 

AH three measures Of paternal psychopathology were found t„ K • • " 
related to Mgher tn)-,7 M ' ^■"^'^^"""<"=">e significantly 

:c:r:; ■ ■ 

at a significantly earlier sop th ^ , • - f "-St. Offenses 

' • In this St d """'^ P--*s. 

l"- nudy, paternal psychopatholo-gy.was found to be .ore sionifi ' n 
related both to DPr<:nr>;,m- . ' significantly 

personality patterns and to offense patterns of fp../ . 
than .atcrnal psychopathology. While this findl " ^ ' '"'""'^ 

•previous studies relati " ''"'^'^^ ^^"^^^ ^ ^^w 

studies relating parental psychopathology to behavior . . ^ 
Of delinquents, 'it still r.i.pc ^ ' Personality patterns 

, it still raises ^some interesting issues rrf i ' ' 

Gu^baly. et al., 1978; T ese 1962- , h . 

' rese, |962-; Scharfman and Clark lan c- 
- . ' ' ^^^7; Fine and Fishman, 1968). 
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The fact tha fathers of girU with •antisocial pmonalitie; were sig- ' 
nificant,. .ore m^y to have'.oen su.stince abusers and to have heen ps.c'hiatri- 
. can.Hreate. than fathers of ,1r,s In the.other three groups' *nen,es so.e of 
the assumptions in the d/e,op™enta., literature about the relativ'e impact of - 
fathers-on the personam, development of chil'dreh. Since the. traditiL, c.i.d- 
development literature focuses pri^ril. on the importance of the .other-child 
. relationship in *he development of personality and psychop^tholo,,. one would ' ' 

Pro^ahl, predict that maternal p,.chopatholo,. would have a more significant roia-" 
. t,onship to adolescent fe.le 'personal it. patter'ns than Paternal ps.chopa^holo,,. 
One interpretation of the currenf finding which does not hear out such a pre- 
diction, is tha. the presence Of a father with severe p;,chological prohlems \ ' 
and/or antisocial behaviors (e.g. drug and alcotel abuse, contributes dis- 
.proportionately to faulty socialisation i; female children-and foste;-s -the ^ 
development of Super-ego lacunae which Oohnson and S.ure^ (^552) have des- ' • 
cr,bed in the del.i„^e„t personality structure, which is one of the distinguishing 
features of the antisocial personality. Prom a social-learning perspective, one 
•could attribute ,he d,velopmene^th-e antisocial personality i. these, subjects to " 
the,r tendency. to mode, their behaviors after their fathers (whether' they are present 
or absent in the faMly,.. particularly in view of the early onset of their involve^ 
.ent in the use of drugs, alcohdl and their early patterns of sexual primiscuity' ' ' 
" assaultiveness and defiance-to adult authority. Eveh wheh fathers are absent ' 

unreliable or inconsistent ip theiV .parental roTes. which was the case for'the 
■ morny Of these subjects, the family culture, incorporates their past and current 
behaviors and values, and they^re frequently projected as negativJVole models to 
■ their Children, Thus, in the case 6f emotional ly' vulnerable girls. a negativ^ 

identification with their 'fathers might fo(T,i»the basis far th= . \ 

. a^'^ '""^ the developasnt of liter 

delinquent behaviors. ./ • . 
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, :■ The relation between maternal" p^ychi a problems and earlier age of 
- -.onset of 'del'inquent behaviors may reflect the >act th^ a disturbed mother may ^ 
be psychologically unavailable/to:her daughter during the very crucial jdevelpp- 
mentaV-stage of, early adolescence. Perceptions of their mothers as withdrawn 
or nop-supportive around issues of emerging s-fexuality and feminine identity fn*y 
^ •lea.d.thMVjeek substitute peer group relationsfiips in which their frustrated 
dependency needs are-denied^and are .displaced by anti-social behaviors such as' 
drug abuse, vandalism' and. sexual •promiscMity.' ' 

/ ^ This interpretation is supported both by the subjects' reports of material 
, depression, in this study, as well as observed Pelat1onsh'if)s between maWnTj 
depression and female delijiquency in other recer^studies (Gibbs, 198T,(in press); 
Chiles, et al., 1980; Weissman and .Siegel , 1972). ' . 

While these results are based on. a small sample'of delinquen.t females, l^ey . 
point to the need for further studies of a. wide range of delinquent samples, both 
. male atid female, to determine the relative ccmtribution of maternal and paternal 
p§ychopathology to delinquent personality types and behaviors. A more differen- 
tiated understanding of the interaction among parental psyJhopatTiology, family- 
dynamics and female delinquency, will presumably lead to more effective diagnostic 
a«es^ment and treatment of del inqugiM:^ females and their* families. 

Finally, it tias become increasingly clear from the pioneering work of Rutter 
and his associates (1966) that children and adolescents reared by psychologically 
disturbed parents are "at risk" for the development "of a wide range of behavior 
disorders. Early, identification of faipilies where one or both parents are psy- 
chiatrically impaired is an important mental health strategy in terms of early 
intervention and potential prevention of serious disorder among chlldrin.and 
adolescents. ' ' * 
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■ TABLE XV 



PWlOPATHOLOG^ 



Personality 
.Pattern___ 

Bprderline 

Airtisocia] , 
Neurotic 

'Socialized 
Oelinque/it 

Column 
. Total 




6' 
(.46) 

3 ' 
(.20) 

. 2 
(.33) 

.11 



Drug/Alcohol 
-Abuse " 



(2) 



1 

(.14) 

(^67) 

6 ■■ 
(.35) 

4 

(.67) 



20 



Criminal 
Record 



2 

(.18) 
3 

(.18) 



2 

(.40). 



0) Kendall's TauB = >.a36;p .o, ^ 

(2) Chi-Square = 7 45 ^ w * 

3 d.f.; p . .05 

(3) Not significant. • • '* 

faZTh\11" c'oTor'- *''rP'-»5£:Hon of girls i„ . ' ■ 
•varies With 'eac^'^T e9pV"^'"^%!!<P^^chopf;i;^ 0 

■ ■ . ' '"^ Of fathers ?s not c„n"tlnt ' 
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